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COST Action CA20106 STSM CALL

SEAWHEAT is pleased to announce its 1% call for applications to participate in Short Term Scientific
Missions (STSMs). The missions are intended for Early-Stage Researchers (ESRs) to contribute to the
development of their career goals and the production of COST Action deliverables.

Deadline for submitting applications: 1%t March 2022.
The missions are programmed to take place between 15 March 2022 and 30 September 2022.

The STSMs must contribute to the scientific objectives of one or more SEAWHEAT Working Groups
(WGs). All applicants are encouraged to carefully consider the objectives of SEAWHEAT and to apply
them according to the STSM guidelines (see here).

Background:

STSMs are aimed at supporting individual mobility, strengthening existing researcher networks and
fostering collaborations between scientists through goal-orientated visits to a research institution or
laboratory in another Participating COST Country. Proposed STSMs should specifically contribute to the
scientific objectives of the COST Action, while allowing applicants to acquire new technical competencies
and gain access to specific instruments and/or methods not available in their own institutions.

STSM applicants must be engaged in an official research program as PhD Students or postdoctoral fellows
or be employed by, or affiliated with, an Institution or legal entity with a clear and active research mandate.
The institutions/organisations where applicants pursue their main line of research are considered to be host
institutions. Host institutions will be responsible for providing the predefined infrastructure capacity and
knowledge support for the grant beneficiaries to complete the proposed STSM. Consequently, applicants
are encouraged to initiate early consultations with host institute Pls and discuss with them the scope of
proposed STSM research and the capacity to carry out the work at the host institution.

STSMs must respect the following criteria:
e Must have a minimum duration of 5 calendar days that includes travel.
e Must be carried out in their entirety within a single Grant Period and within the Action’s lifetime.

Financial support available:

An STSM grant is a fixed financial contribution to the overall travel, accommodation, and meal expenses
of the grantee. It takes into consideration the budget request of the applicant and the evaluation of the STSM
application by the delegated reviewers. STSM Grants do not necessarily cover all expenses related to
undertaking a given mission. However, other expenses nonrelated to the above may be eligible.

The calculation of the financial contribution for each STSM respect the following criteria:
e Up to a maximum of € 4000 in total is granted to each successful applicant.
e Up to a maximum of € 160 per diem can be reimbursed for accommodation and meal expenses.


https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20106/#tabs+Name:Working%20Groups
https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20106/#tabs+Name:Working%20Groups
https://www.cost.eu/uploads/2019/07/STSM-userguide.pdf
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Realistic budget planning will be a key component of proposal evaluation. Gender, geography, ESR criteria,
and qualifications of the applicant will also be taken into due consideration.

Applications should be in line with the Action’s objectives and scientific activities as stated in COST
Action CA20106 Memorandum of Understanding (https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20106/)

How to apply:
In order to apply for an STSM, the candidate should prepare the application as follows:
e  Obtain the written agreement from the host institution, stating that the STSM applicant can perform
the activities detailed in the STSM work plan on the agreed dates.
Obtain a letter of support from the home institution.
Prepare a two-page project proposal, describing the foreseen activities, following the classical
scheme: Objectives, State-of-the-Art, Project Workplan and Gantt chart, Deliverables (timebound).
e Plan the Mission duration and provide a budget breakdown - including accommodation, travel
expenses, per diem.
Provide a full CV, including a list of the applicant’s publications.
Complete the online application form (https://e-services.cost.eu/stsm) and upload all the requested
documents.

The ranking criteria are as follows:

e  Scientific excellence and novelty of the proposed Mission.

e Feasibility of the approach and realistic planning of the application.

e  The benefit of the STSM (i.e. added-value for a) the applicant, b) the host and home institutions, and

c) the SEAWHEAT COST Action).

Application approval and payment procedures are managed through the e-COST platform and are explained
in detail in the COST Rules (not yet online). Detailed information on eligibility, evaluation and selection,
financial support, and grant payment procedures can be found in the rules.

After the STSM:

Directly after the completion of the STSM, the grantee will be requested to upload a scientific report to the

e-cost platform. Reports must have host approval prior to submission and contain the following information:
e Purpose of the STSM

Description of the work carried out during the STSM

Description of the main results obtained

Future collaboration with host institution (if applicable)

Foreseen publications/articles resulting or likely to result from the STSM (if applicable)

Confirmation by the host institution of the successful execution of the STSM

End-of-Mission reports must be submitted within 30 days after the end date of the STSM.

Further clarifications or questions should be addressed to the Grant Awarding Coordinator, Dr. Olympia
Nisiforou (olympia.nisiforou@cut.ac.cy)
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https://www.cost.eu/actions/CA20106/
https://e-services.cost.eu/stsm
https://www.cost.eu/uploads/2021/10/COST-094-21-Annotated-Rules-for-COST-Actions-Level-C-2021-11-01-1.pdf
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Table 1. Host institution with potential location and thematic for STSMs

Location and website of Host Institution

Hosting supervisor details

Mission Thematic

Germany, Jena
Friedrich Schiller University Jena

Website: https://www.chemgeo.uni-
jena.de/en/wichardgroup

Thomas Wichard
Email: Thomas.wichard@uni-
jena.de

Cultivation of Ulva sp. and the
effects of abiotic/biotic factors on
Ulva’s growth and morphogenesis.

Ireland/Morocco
The Seaweed Company BV

Website: www.theseaweedcompany.com

Sylvia Strauss & Stefan Kraan
Email: sylvia.strauss@the
seaweedcompany.com
stefan.kraan@theseaweedcompa
ny.com

Developing processing technology
of Ulva biomass for feed and food.

Ireland, Galway
National University of Ireland

Website: https://www.nuigalway.ie/our-
research/people/natural-
sciences/liammorrison/

Liam Morrison
Email:
liam.morrison@nuigalway.ie

Enhancing Ulva biomass for human
applications or Ulva
micropropagation.

Italy, Sardinia
Livegreen Societa Agricola Srl

Website: www.livegreen.bio

Claudio Ledda
Email: c.ledda@livegreen.bio

Land based co-cultivation of Ulva
and microalgae biomass for new
biorefinery routes.

Malta, Msida
University of Malta.

Website: https://www.um.edu.mt/

Gabrielle Zammit
Email:
gabrielle.zammit@um.edu.mt

Ulva spp. germling culture -
experimentation with different in
vitro protocols.

Portugal, Aveiro,
University of Aveiro Lipidomics
Laboratory

Website: http://lipidomics.web.ua.pt/

Rosario Domingues
Email: mrd@ua.pt

Biochemical characterization of
Ulva biomass: looking for bioactive
compounds, particularly healthy
lipids for food and feed
applications.

Spain, Canary Islands
Spanish Bank of Algae
University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

Website: https://marinebiotechnology.org

Juan Luis Gomez Pinchetti
Email: juan.gomez@ulpgc.es

Tank cultivation of Ulva in the
Canary Islands: biomass production
and processing.




